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SCALES BAHAMAS OPEN
June 3-5 2011
Port Lucaya, Bahamas

www.ScalesGear.com

RULES
1. REGISTRATION:  Boats may register for the Tournament online or by fax.  Please fax registration form to (866) 719-SCALES or online at www.scalesgear.com.  Email info@scalesgear.com for more information.  
2. ENTRY FORMS:  One Entry form must be completed per Boat.  The Tournament Committee reserves the right to refuse entry into the Tournament at their discretion with or without cause.

3. ENTRY FEE:  Entry fee is $500.00 per Boat.
4. ANGLERS:  This is a Boat Tournament.  There is no limit on the number of Anglers per Boat.
5. ELIGIBLE SPECIES:  Tuna (Blackfin, Yellowfin and Bluefin), Wahoo, Dolphin, Grouper (Mystic and Snowy) and Snapper (Queen and Yellow-Eye).
6. FISH LIMIT:  Each fish (other than Snapper) must weigh a minimum of 10 pounds per fish.  Fish that do not meet these requirements will not count.  All Boats must adhere to all Bahamian Fishing rules, regulations and bag limits at all times and any violation eliminates the Boat from the Tournament.  It is the responsibility of all Anglers to be fully aware of and comply with all such rules and regulations.  
7. TACKLE:  All fish must be caught on rod and reel.  Electric reels are permitted for Deep Drop Fish only.   

8. CUSTOMS CLEARANCE:  All Boats and Anglers must have cleared Bahamian Customs and Immigration prior to fishing.  Bahamian Customs forms, Bahamian Fishing Licenses and Passports may be inspected by the Tournament Committee.
9. PORT LUCAYA CHECK-OUT/BOAT INSPECTION/LINES IN:  All Boats must sign-in with at the Tournament Committee in Port Lucaya on the Center Dock prior to fishing.  All Boats (including all fish boxes and coolers) may be inspected by the Tournament Committee members prior to the Boat leaving Port Lucaya docks.  Boats may not leave Port Lucaya docks (defined as untying dock lines) to begin fishing prior to 12:00PM (noon) on Friday, June 3rd, 2011
.

10. LINES OUT/DOCK DEADLINE/TOURNAMENT ENDS:  All Boats must return to the center dock at Port Lucaya Marina AND check-in at the Tournament Committee Table prior to 5:00PM Saturday June 4th, 2011 in order for your fish to count.  
11. WEIGH IN:  The weigh station will be located at the Center Dock at Port Lucaya Marina.  The weigh station will be open on Friday from 7:00PM – 8:30PM and on Saturday from 4:30PM to 5:30PM!  All fish to be weighed must be weighed on the Center Dock by the weigh master and must be brought to the dock on the Boat on which they were caught prior to 5:00PM on Saturday.
12. BAIT/CHUM:  Live or dead bait and live or dead chumming is permitted. 

13. CAPTAIN’S MEETING:  Captain’s Meeting at 11:00AM on Center dock at Port Lucaya Marina on Friday, June 3rd, 2011. 
14. WEATHER:  In the event that weather conditions arise deemed unsafe for the average registered Boat, by the Tournament Committee, the Tournament may be postponed.  No refunds will be made in the event of cancellation.  If the Tournament is weathered out, the Tournament will be moved to June 17 – June 19, 2011.  Captains, Anglers and all other members of registered Boats must determine in their own judgment whether to fish under the given conditions based on factors including but not limited to he seaworthiness of their Boat and their own seamanship.  Whether or not the Tournament Committee cancels the Tournament for weather related matters shall not be deemed weather or safety approval of the Tournament Committee as it is the sole responsibility of each Captain, Angler and Boat to determine the limits of their own safety.
15. ASSUMPTION OF RISK/RELEASE:  All Anglers, Captains, Crew and Guests fish at their own risk. All participants and guests hereby indemnify and hold harmless Tournament Committee, Scales, Sponsors and their agents and employees from any and all liability loss or damage they may suffer arising from their participation in this voluntary Tournament.  By entering in the Tournament, all Captains, Anglers and occupants of their Boats hereby consent that Tournament officials may use without payment or restriction, any photographs, video, or interviews in which he or she may appear for any purpose whatsoever, including but not limited to resale, advertising and promotional materials.  

16. INSPECTION/POLYGRAPH:  Tournament Committee reserve the right to inspect any Boat participating in the Tournament at any time before, during or after the Tournament.  Any Captain or Angler that refuses inspection of Boat, papers, equipment or fish will automatically disqualify the Boat from the Tournament.  By entering the Tournament all Captains and Anglers of their Boats voluntarily consent to submit to a polygraph examination as deemed necessary by the tournament committee.  Any Captain or Angler of a registered Boat who refuses to take a polygraph or provides untruthful answers as determined by the examiner will disqualify the entire Boat from the tournament and winnings.  Tournament Committee reserves all rights to verify catches, including, without limitation, the use of lie detectors, metal detectors, x/gamma-rays and MRI’s.

17. TOURNAMENT COMMITTEE HAS FINAL DECISION:  Tournament Committee has final decision on all fish and no appeals, protests or other like activities will be accepted, heard or otherwise entertained.  Tournament Committee reserves the right to amend, modify and/or supplement these Rules at any time prior to the Captain’s Meeting.

18. THERE IS NO COMMITTEE BOAT, NO COMMITTEE REPORTS, NO SAFETY BOAT, NO SAFETY REPORTS, NO WEATHER BOAT AND NO WEATHER REPORTS.  ALL BOATS AND ALL ANGLERS FISH AT THEIR OWN RISK.  THERE ARE TREMENDOUS RISKS ASSOCIATED WITH FISHING, BOATING, FOREIGN TRAVEL AND CROSSING THE GULF STREAM AND ALL PARTICIPANTS UNDERSTAND AND ASSUME ALL SUCH RISKS, KNOWN AND UNKNOWN. 
19. SCORING/WINNERS/PRIZES (based on 15 Boats) (see Tournament Prize Structure below):

Tournament Prize Structure

(based on 15 boats) 

· HIGH POINT BOAT:  The Lil’ John Memorial Cup and overall winner of the Scales Bahamas Open will be awarded to the Boat with the highest point total based on the following:  

· Scoring will be based on one (1) point per pound

· Boats may weigh up to 10 fish
· Max of 2 fish per species

· 10lb minimum per fish (Deep Drop Snapper [Queen, Yellow-Eye] has no minimum weight)

· Eligible Species

· Tuna (Blackfin, Yellowfin, Bluefin)

· Dolphin

· Wahoo

· Deep Drop Grouper (Mystic, Snowy)

· Deep Drop Snapper (Queen, Yellow-Eye) 

· 1st Place Points = $1,000 plus the Lil’ John Memorial Cup
· 2nd Place Points = $500 
· 3rd Place Points = $250 
· HEAVIEST TUNA BOAT: Single heaviest Tuna of the Tournament = $500
· 10lb minimum

· HEAVIEST DOLPHIN BOAT: Single heaviest Dolphin of the Tournament = $500
· 10lb minimum

· DEEP DROP:  Will be awarded to the Boat with the highest point total based on the following:  
· Scoring will be based on one (1) point per pound

· Boats may weigh up to 3 fish
· 10lb minimum per Deep Drop Grouper (Mystic, Snowy)

· Deep Drop Snapper (Queen, Yellow-Eye) has no minimum weight
· Eligible Species

· Deep Drop Grouper (Mystic, Snowy)

· Deep Drop Snapper (Queen, Yellow-Eye) 

· 1st Place Deep Drop = $1,000
· 2nd Place Deep Drop = $500
· 3rd Place Deep Drop = $250
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